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  Jessica & Friends Community is privileged to serve 113 Individuals, all who are unique and 
specially designed by God. They each have a purpose in life, have dreams they hope to fulfill, 
and have gifts and abilities God has given them to be developed.   

  For 24 years we have listened carefully to the parents and those we serve and when presented 
with a need, our Board carefully and prayerfully considers the need, and then if united, we forge 
a new path to meet the needs of the diverse and growing group of Individuals we serve. So 
whether it be residential homes, apartments, Pathway Person-Centered Day Programs, or Home 
and Community Services, we are supporting our Individuals and giving them new opportunities 
to “spread their wings” embracing many new adventures in their community and beyond.

  As we have many delightful conversations with the adults we serve, we talk often about their 
“everyday life” and what is important to them. We discuss their hopes and dreams and some of 
their responses have been: “I want to work at McDonalds or I want to be a cook in a restaurant 
or I want to have a paycheck.” To assist them in fulfilling their dreams and career aspirations, 
Jessica & Friends Community is launching a new program, SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT. 
Read more about this new opportunity for Individuals to be working in the community in 
“Forging a New Career” on page 3.

  If your loved one is interested in this new opportunity, please contact Executive Director of 
Operations, Kim Gockley at kimberlygockley@jandfcommunity.org.

              Peter and Paulette Teague
             Co-Founders

OUR MISSION: Provide faith-based services and supports for adults with autism and 
intellectual disabilities and their families. We seek to be a community which affirms the 
worth of all people, supports personal growth and wholeness, advocates for community 
and church inclusion, and provides opportunities for spiritual growth and service.



  Over the past year Jessica & Friends Community 
has been working on developing a new program.  
SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT allows employment 
specialists to work with Individuals through a 
thorough process of discovering their dreams and 
career aspirations. Individuals participate in job 
development exercises to develop a plan assisting 
them to reach their goal of being competitively 
employed.

  We have completed the final step for qualification 
with the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR).  
With the hiring of an employment specialist to 
oversee this program we will be able to serve local 
businesses to meet their needs of finding qualified 

and dependable workers. We look forward 
to seeing Individuals grow in confidence and 
independence as they have the opportunity to 
work and add value to our community. And, of 
course, getting that paycheck will be the best 
reward of all!

  If you are part of or know of a company that is 
interested in receiving more information about 
finding qualified and dependable workers, please 
contact Kim Gockley at kimberlygockley@
jandfcommunity.org

  Thank you so much!

  Six years ago Jessica & Friends Community 
opened Kadine’s House. What a blessing that 
was for the three ladies, Jayme, Sarah, and 
Shannon who were waiting for their forever home. 
The house quickly became their home, and God 
blessed this little family unit. But as the years went 
by, it became apparent that the steps in the house 
were getting harder for the ladies to navigate. The 
decision was made to sell Kadine’s House and 
look for a ranch home for the ladies.

  God provided in a marvelous way as J&FC 
was able to purchase a home in the very same 
neighborhood. On November 6, the ladies moved 
into their new Kadine’s home. They love being 
on one floor and had fun decorating their new 
bedrooms. Jayme, Sarah and Shannon look 
forward to all the wonderful times ahead as they 
settle into their new forever home.

  A special thanks to the Moving Team from Living 
Word Community Church who helped the ladies 
move and get settled into their new home.



  Karen, Tanisha, Faith and Sandy—God has 
brought these four amazing ladies together in our 
West York Apartments. They have formed a special 
sisterhood as they support and encourage each 
other, and find areas of common interest to share 
with each other. They spend time together sharing 
a meal, watching a movie, and sharing life’s ups 

and downs through their laughter and 
their tears. Most of all, they have all grown 
in their independence as three of the 
four ladies are supported through our 
Home and Community Services and our 
Pathway-Person Centered Program. 
They love exploring the community, 
gaining new skills in “everyday life.”

  Karen and her husband, Steve (who 
passed away in 2020), were the first to 
move into the apartment complex in 
February 2016. Karen enjoys growing a 
vegetable garden and loves spending time 

with her family, friends, and staff. She is great at 
word search puzzles, and enjoys attending church 
services and the WINGS class at Church of the 
Open Door.  

  Tanisha moved in with Karen in August 2021. 
She volunteers at Leg-Up Farm where she enjoys 

caring for the horses and horseback riding. Tanisha 
is involved at her church teaching children’s classes 
and being part of the choir. She is very talented as 
she plays the piano, guitar and choir chimes. 

  Faith has enjoyed living in her apartment since 
2016. Faith loves spending time with her sister and 
family, her friends and staff and enjoys watching 
the Hallmark movies. She loves to paint on canvas, 
crochet, and make beautiful lap blankets for friends. 
Faith enjoys attending church and the WINGS class, 
but misses her Dad’s preaching.  

  Sandy moved into her apartment in 2016. She 
is a very gifted musician, playing the piano and 
writing and recording her own music. Sandy enjoys 
photography, and takes amazing photos of clouds. 
She enjoys visiting her aunt and cousin in Cape May 
every summer and has a great sense of humor.

  How rewarding to see these new friendships being 
forged and to see the special sisterhood among 
these ladies as they share their lives together and 
become more independent and productive in 
their home and community life. They are living life 
together and are there to support and encourage 
each other in their life journey.

Tanisha Faith

Karen



  Christmas is past, but the memories of our 2021 virtual Christmas Celebration 
linger with us. In partnership with Church of the Open Door, we were able 
to present another moving rendition of the first Christmas so long ago. The 
Celebration featured many of our special friends through sharing Christmas 
greetings, favorite songs, and piano selections.

  The first Christmas was presented in a drama written by Aaron Spangler. It 
was filmed and edited as if it was a reality television show called “Christmas 
Home Videos” showcasing many Christmas traditions as well.

  We are so thankful to Church of the Open Door for handling the technical 
details and editing the final program to be aired. We are also grateful to have 

reached a larger audience virtually, 
and many comments stated “this 
was the best one yet.”

“Therefore
 encourage   
 one another
 and build 
 each other 
 up...”
  I Thessalonians 5:11:a

Sandy



  Born and raised in 
McKeesport, Pennsylvania, 
Tim was blessed with 
Christian parents who taught 
him the values of integrity, 
citizenship, patriotism, and 
hard work. He attended 
Grove City College where he 
met and married the love of 
his life, Karen. They have two 
grown children, Krystal and 
Sean and four grandsons, 
Aidan, Ryan, Quinn, and 
Preston.

  One grandson is on the autism spectrum, so they decided 
to move to Lancaster County to be near him. Tim has been 
working since he was 12 years old and finds work to be 
among life’s great blessings. He now wants his work to have 
significance in helping others in a faith-based environment.

  Tim holds degrees in Business and Labor Economics, a post-
graduate MBA in Finance, a PH.D. in Philosophy of Human 
Resources Management along with multiple professional 
certifications. Before coming home to Pennsylvania to run the 
family businesses, Tim was blessed with the opportunity to do 
HR work around the world for 44 years.

  Tim asks for prayers for wisdom to listen to all, to use his 
knowledge, experience and discernment to the glory of God 
and in the best interest of the J&FC ministry.

  A special thank-you to Susanne Reynold, who served 
faithfully as Interim Human Resource Director these past 
seven months.

  A very precious man who was involved with J&FC for many years, went Home 
to be with His Lord & Savior on October 12, 2021. Michael Strickler was a 
sweet, godly man who loved the Lord, his family and friends deeply. He resided 
in our Old Colony Home for a time and participated in our Home & Community 
program. He enjoyed playing handbells in the Hosanna Ringers Bell Choir and 
soloing on the autoharp.

  Michael will be remembered for his infectious smile, his hugs, and his musical 
talent. He loved to volunteer, and knitted hats on the loom, donating over 100 of 
them over the years. He enjoyed life and was loved and cherished by many.

  One of Michael’s favorite hymns was “In the Garden.” We hear the words of 
this wonderful hymn and picture Michael now with Jesus.

“And He walks with me, and He talks with me,
And He tells me I am His own;

And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None other has ever known.”

We are so thankful that Michael is now experiencing that joy!

  Doug started his career by 
working in the construction 
world for nineteen years. 
He then attended college 
and worked in a church in 
youth ministry. Feeling led 
to become a pastor, Doug 
attended Lancaster Bible 
College/Capital Seminary 
& Graduate School and 
obtained his Bachelor of 
Science in Bible, and went 
on to Capital Seminary for his 

Masters of Divinity degree with a focus in Pastoral Studies. He 
currently serves as pastor at New Hope ECO Church in Brogue. 
This is a young church with hope for a bright future in ministering 
to people.

  Together, with his wife Jill for 19 years, they have four children 
ages 17, 15, 13, and 9. Jill is a nurse at a hospital with a passion 
for caring for others. Their oldest son, who is 15, has unique 
challenges and abilities. He was born with a rare chromosome 
disorder, and there is a lot of learning for them as he grows.  

  They have a close relationship with the Brickner family, and were 
introduced to J&FC through Amy Brickner, who serves on the 
Board. Amy’s daughter, Sarah, was a part of J&FC’s day program 
for many years, before she went Home to be with the Lord on 
June 29, 2020. After looking over information on J&FC and 
knowing that the Teague family had created this amazing place, 
Doug felt joining the Board would be an honor.        
                                         



  Remember to save the date, May 6, 2022 for Give Local York, the biggest giving 
day in York County. This 24-hour day of giving celebrates non-profits all across 
York and Adams County, and Jessica & Friends Community will be participating 
once again. We encourage you to follow us on Facebook and “Like” our posts. 
Spread the word to your friends, family and co-workers. Share what Jessica & 
Friends Community is doing for adults with autism and intellectual disabilities.

  To learn how you can help, please contact Anne Fritts at annefritts@
jandfcommunity.org or contact the Support Center at 717.747.9000.      

  Jessica & Friends Community has received over $330 through AmazonSmile 
thanks to shoppers choosing J&FC as their charity. Shop smile.amazon, choose 
Jessica & Friends Community and Amazon will donate 0.5% of eligible purchases 
– no fees, no extra cost. It’s that easy to support J&FC!

  Thank you for supporting J&FC through Central Pennsylvania’s CommunityAid 
stores. Jessica & Friends Community receives a cash donation for gently used 
clothing dropped off at a CommunityAid location. There are several locations 
throughout Central Pennsylvania that can be found at https://communityaid.org/
shop. When giving your donation, please use the code number 50001. This will 
identify Jessica & Friends Community as the nonprofit partner. Thank you for 
supporting J&FC and CommunityAid!   

  1) Continue to pray for Jessica Teague’s 
eyesight to be restored and ask for 
God’s divine intervention for healing

  2) Protection for all staff, Individuals and 
their families from Covid

  3) Wisdom for our Board of Directors in 
 the year ahead 
  4) For the staffing crisis we face
  5) Strength and health for our Managers 

and DSP’s (Direct Support Professionals) 
as they give excellent and loving care to 
those they serve

  6) Thank the Lord for our strong December 
and January giving, and that it will 
continue throughout 2022

  Jessica & Friends Community wishes to 
thank everyone for supporting our 2021 
Annual Appeal Campaign. By the grace of 
God, we not only reached our $75,000 goal 
but surpassed it by nearly $36,000. The 
love shown to our community has been 
incredible. Many of these gifts arrived with 
notes of thanks for the work we do for the 
precious Individuals we serve. We thank 
God for each of you for the many ways 
you have touched our community with 
your gifts, your prayers and your words of 
kindness. We praise God for his faithfulness 
in blessing us exceedingly, abundantly in all 
that we could ask or think!

• Starting at $15-$18 an hour
 depending on experience

• Flexible shifts available

• Must be at least 18 years old

• Driver’s license preferred

• Must pass a criminal background
 check, physical exam & TB test

• Build lasting relationships

• Nurture spiritual growth

• Helping individuals become more
 productive & independent
• Improve daily living by providing
 high-quality care

• Develop gifts & abilities
 through goals

• Empower individuals

• Log on to www.jandfcommunity.org
• Click on the “Employment” tab
• Click “Apply Here” to view current
 job opportunities
• Click “Search for Jobs”
• Click on the job you want to apply for
 to see the entire job posting
• Click on “Apply Now”
• Your application will be sent to the 
 Human Resources Department
• If we find a match between your
 availability and schedule openings
 along with experience, you will be
 contacted for an interview through
 email or text.
                           OR
 Stop in to our Support Center at
 1625 East Market Street, York or call 
 us at 717.747.9000.
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Jessica & Friends Community News
is published quarterly to provide relevant

updates and current issues of importance
consistent with our mission to the families 

we serve, churches, friends and supporters.

Please send all correspondence
including address corrections to: 

Jessica & Friends Community
Attention: Anne Fritts

1625 East Market Street, York, PA 17403 SUPPORT CENTER: 1625 EAST MARKET STREET, YORK, PA 17403
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